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Adult Bible Study in Simplified English—Study Guide 

Timothy, Titus and Philemon  
 

P aul was an important leader in the early church. His letters to the early churches make up a 
large part of the New Testament. Paul’s letters helped these young, fragile churches to grow 

strong. Many times his letters helped these churches with their problems. His letters always 
encouraged the churches. His letters helped them to grow in their faith. Paul’s letters give good 
instructions. Churches today can learn many things about our faith from his letters. 
 Timothy was a young leader in the early church. Paul’s letters to Timothy helped Timothy. 
The early church had many false teachers. Timothy needed to lead the church in the right way. 
Timothy had many hard problems to solve. Paul encouraged him to keep doing right things even 
when it was hard. Paul expressed his confidence in Timothy’s leadership. He helped Timothy to 
keep going in hard times. 
 Paul’s letter to Titus is like his letters to Timothy. Titus was working in Crete. Crete was also 
a hard place to tell the gospel. Paul gave Titus good advice. His words helped strengthen Titus. The 
short letter to Philemon also gave sound advice.  This advice was not for a whole church. It was for 
an individual. Like all of Paul’s letters, Philemon teaches us a lot about living the Christian life.  
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Unit 1: 1 Timothy: Care for the Church 
Lesson 1 Healthful Teaching and Right Living  1 Timothy 1-19a 
Lesson 2 Freedom to Live Faithfully   1 Timothy 2:1-7 
Lesson 3 Women and Men in the Church  1 Timothy 2:8-15 
Lesson 4 Worthy Church Leaders   1 Timothy 3:1-13 
Lesson 5 Robust Christian Living    1 Timothy 4:1-16 
Lesson 6 Your Money or Your God   1 Timothy 6:2c-19 
 

Unit 2: 2 Timothy: A Legacy to Live by 
Lesson 7 Shaping a Life      2 Timothy1:1-14 
Lesson 8 Living with Single-Minded Purpose  2 Timothy 2:1-17a, 20-23 
Lesson 9 Facing Challenges to Faith    2 Timothy 3:1-5, 10-17 
Lesson 10 Leaving (and Learning from) a Legacy 2 Timothy:4:1-8 
 

Unit 3: Titus and Philemon: Putting Things in Order With the Gospel That Changes Things 
Lesson 11 Life in the Fellowship of Faith   Titus 2:1-14 
Lesson 12  Bottom-Line Christianity     Titus 3:1-9 
Lesson 13 Changing Human Relationships  Philemon 1-25 
 

 

Introduction 



Unit 1 
 

Lesson 1 
serve: to be of use 
related: kin to others 
mysteries: things that are secret or hard to 
understand 
 
Lesson 2 
argue: to talk for or against a thing  
fined: made to pay money 
government: leaders who rule a country 
politicians: people in the government 
reputation: what others think about us 
 
Lesson 3 
Gentiles: people who are  not Jews 
fancy: silly; clothes that cost too much 
money   
position: place 
society:people who live in a town  
modestly: dressing in a quiet way; not 
trying to call attention to ourselves 
 
Lesson 4 
congregation: the members of a church 
testimonies: to tell about our belief in God 
and Jesus 
reputation: a good name 
conceited: thinking that you are very 
important 
disgrace: to bring shame on a person or a 
church 
reliable: worthy of trust government 
 

Lesson 5 
gesture: a sign made with the hands or 
fingers    
authority: power to act 
 
Lesson 6 
arrogant: feeling better than anyone else 
rebelled: fought against something or 
someone 
greed: wanting more of something at any 
cost 
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Unit 2 
 
Lesson 7 
eager: ready and willing 
timidity: being afraid 
confidence: being sure of oneself 
inspired: having the spirit to do a certain 
thing 
 
Lesson 8 
dependable: trust-worthy 
athlete: a person who is active in sports 
discipline: acting by the rules 
argue: speaking for or against something 
 
Lesson 9 
obedience: doing what one is expected to do 
charity: giving to people what they need  
weary: tired 
 
 
Lesson 10 
confidence: trust  
stern: strong or harsh 
steady: even, stable and not easily moved 

Unit 3 
 
Lesson 11 
alcoholic: one who drinks too much wine 
passions: strong feelings of desire 
property: the goods that one owns like land 
or sheep 
 
Lesson 12 
opinions: beliefs, attitudes or ideas 
endures: to tolerate; to wait patiently 
scholars: people who are devoted to 
studying 
 
Lesson 13 
private: something personal, not a public 
matter 
revolt: rebel or fight back 
excuses: ways to explain or defend one’s 
actions 

Word List 
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CARE FOR THE CHURCHES 

These lessons in 1 Timothy were written by Carolyn Cree of 
Fort Worth, Texas. Carolyn has been a teacher and director 
of international programs since 1971. She is the author of the 
book Beyond the Golden Door: A Layman’s Ministry to 
International Families. She and her husband, Dick, are 
members of University Baptist Church in Fort Worth.  They 
have two daughters and two grandchildren. 

In the early church, there was much to do. Different 

ideas and different ways of teaching made for problems.  

Paul wrote these letters to help Timothy lead the church. 

Paul wanted Timothy to lead the church in the right way.  

Timothy was much younger than Paul. Timothy had much to 

learn.  Paul knew more about leading churches.  

 These letters meant a lot to Timothy. They were a 

strong help in those long-ago days.  We can still learn from 

them today.  We have many of the same problems.  The 

times change. But people are the same.  The churches still 

have problems. If we follow Paul’s teaching, we can take 

care of those problems. 

 

1 Timothy:  
Care for the Churches  

 

Lesson 1  
Healthful Teaching and 

Right Living 
1 Timothy 1-19a 

 

Lesson 2 
Freedom to Live Faithfully 

1 Timothy 2:1-7 
 

Lesson 3 
Women and Men  

in the Church 
1 Timothy 2:8-15 

 

Lesson 4 
Worthy Church Leaders 

1 Timothy 3:1-13 
 

Lesson 5 
Robust Christian Living 

1 Timothy 4:1-16 
 

Lesson 6 
Your Money or Your God 

1 Samuel 6:2c-19 



 

Adult Bible Study in 
Simplified English 

 

 

A man was on the TV news the other day. He is the pastor 

of a church in our town. This pastor has been taken to jail many 

times. He has taken bad drugs. He has hurt women in his church. 

Each time he leaves jail, he goes back to his church. He keeps on 

preaching. He leads his church in the wrong way.  This is the 

kind of thing that worried Paul. The early church had problems 

that still worry us today. 

False teachers in Paul’s day did not want to live godly 

lives. They told lies and stories to make money. Paul asked 

Timothy to lead the church the right way.  

 

 Paul (1 Timothy 1:1-2) 

In this letter, Paul calls himself an apostle of Jesus Christ. 

An apostle is one who is sent out. Paul knew that he was sent out 

by God. He preached the gospel of Jesus Christ. Paul knew he 

was the servant of our Lord.  

We are always glad to help those we love. All our lives we 

are ready to do anything they need. We should love God in the 

same way. We should be doing God’s business.  The Christian 

must always be doing the business of the King. We are always in 

our Father’s service. 

Paul speaks of God as our Savior. This was a new way of 

speaking for Paul. It shows God’s love for us. God sent Jesus into 

the world because He loved us. Everything in our lives begins 

because God loves us.  There is nothing in the world that keeps 

Healthful Teaching  
and Right Living 

Lesson 
1 

Bible Text 
1 Timothy 1:1-19a 

 
Memory Verse 

“I write to you, 
Timothy. You are my 
son in the Christian 
faith. May God the 
Father and Jesus 
Christ our Lord give 
you His loving-favor 
and loving-kindness 
and peace.” 
(1 Timothy 1:2) 
 

Word List 
serve: to be of use 
related: kin to others 
mysteries: things that 
are secret or hard to 
understand 
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us from the love of God. 

People in Paul’s world knew their sins. Jesus came to tell 

people what was right. He gave them power to do the right 

things.  Jesus gave people strength to live in the right way.  He 

gave them courage to die if it was necessary.  

Jesus gives us hope. We have help facing the troubles of 

this life. We can look forward to a life after death. Christ should 

be our hope for the future.  

 

 Timothy (1:1-2) 

Paul loved Timothy. He probably met Timothy when he 

first went to Lystra. Paul went to Lystra on his first missionary 

trip. He probably stayed in Timothy’s home. Timothy was young. 

But his mother Eunice and grandmother Lois were faithful 

Christians. Their lives showed Timothy the right way.     

Timothy was a bright boy. He became a Christian. The 

people in the Christian church loved him. Paul saw that the boy 

could have an important life. He could be Paul’s helper. He could 

continue Paul’s work when Paul died.  

Timothy stayed with Paul. Many times Paul spoke of 

Timothy with love. Timothy was a man Paul could trust. Timothy 

would go anywhere Paul sent him. Timothy would do anything 

Paul asked. Timothy showed how we should serve in the faith. 

Christ needs servants like Timothy. He needs us to be servants in 

Christ’s church. 

 

 Problems (1:3-7) 

There were problems in the early churches. Different 

Things to  
Think About 

1. Have you heard 
about false teachers 
today like those in 
Paul’s time?  
 
2. Why do some 
people follow false 
teachers who are not 
in a church of faith? 
 
3. What are the main 
thoughts in Paul’s 
teaching? 
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wanted Timothy to guide the church away 

from false teaching. He wanted the people 

to work toward a spirit of love. This is love 

that comes from a heart clean from sin. It is 

a love with no guilt. It is faith that is 

sincere. 

 

 Paul, a sinner (1:8-19a) 

At one time, Paul was sinful. He 

talked against Jesus. He hurt Christians. He 

was a bad, angry man. But God forgave 

Paul. Paul had not understood what he was 

doing. God showed mercy to Paul. God 

gave Paul the chance to serve Him. 

Paul knew that Jesus came into the 

world to save us. Paul was a sinner just like 

we are sinners. Every day we do things that 

are not right. We sin without thinking. But 

God forgave Paul. And God forgives us. 

We must try every day to live a Christian 

life.  

Christ Jesus came into the world to 

save sinners. That means us. We can fight 

the good fight like Timothy. We who 

believe will receive eternal life.  What a 

wonderful promise! 

people had different ideas. Some teachers 

taught bad things.  Paul could not be in 

every church. He wanted Timothy to stay in 

Macedonia. He wanted Timothy to work in 

that church.  

In those days, there were stories of 

things that never happened. People told 

stories about how cities were started. They 

told stories about how people were related 

to gods. These stories were called 

genealogies. They made up the history of 

families. 

Paul thought people should not spend 

time on stories and genealogies. They 

should spend their time  living a Christian 

life. This is a warning to us. We should not 

spend our time with things that do not 

matter. We should think about what our 

Lord wants us to do.  

The false teachers were not interested 

in Paul’s teaching. Paul taught about 

service to God. The false teachers were 

always looking for new mysteries. They 

were looking for more ways to waste time.  

Paul wanted Timothy to stop the 

false teachers. He wanted Timothy to guide 

the church in healthy Christian teaching. 

This teaching leads to godly living. Paul 
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people who do sex sins with their own sex. It  
is for people who steal other people and for 
those who lie and for those who promise not  
to lie, but do. It is for everything that is  
against right teaching.  
11: The great Good News of our honored God 
is right teaching. God has trusted me to 
preach this Good News. 
12: I thank Christ Jesus our Lord for the  
power and strength He has given me. He 
trusted me and gave me His work to do.  
13: Before He chose me, I talked bad about 
Christ. I made His followers suffer. I hurt  
them every way I could. But God had loving-
kindness for me. I did not understand what I 
was doing for I was not a Christian then.  
14: Then our Lord gave me much of His  
loving-favor and faith and love which are 
found in Christ Jesus. 
15: What I say is true and all the world should  
receive it. Christ Jesus came into the world to  
save sinners from their sin and I am the worst  
sinner.  
16: And yet God had loving-kindness for me. 
Jesus Christ used me to show how long He  
will wait for even the worst sinners. In that 
way, others will know they can have life that 
lasts forever also.  
17: We give honor and thanks to the King  
Who lives forever. He is the One Who never 
dies and Who is never seen. He is the One  
Who knows all things. He is the only God. 
Let it be so. 
18: Timothy, my son, here is my word to you. 
Fight well for the Lord! God's preachers told 
us you would.  
19: Keep a strong hold on your faith in Christ. 
May your heart always say you are right.  

1 Timothy 1:1-19a 
1: This letter is from Paul, a missionary of  
Jesus Christ. I am sent by God, the One Who 
saves, and by our Lord Jesus Christ Who is 
our hope.  
2: I write to you, Timothy. You are my son 
in the Christian faith. May God the Father 
and Jesus Christ our Lord give you His 
loving-favor and loving-kindness and peace. 
3: When I left for the country of Macedonia, 
I asked you to stay in the city of Ephesus. I 
wanted you to stay there so you could tell 
those who are teaching what is not true to 
stop.  
4: They should not listen to stories that are 
not true. It is foolish for them to try to learn 
more about their early fathers. These only 
bring more questions to their minds and do 
not make their faith in God stronger.  
5: We want to see our teaching help you 
have a true love that comes from a pure 
heart. Such love comes from a heart that 
says we are not guilty and from a faith that 
does not pretend.  
6: But some have turned away from these 
things. They have turned to foolish talking.  
7: Some of them want to be teachers of the 
Law. But they do not know what they are 
talking about even if they act as if they do. 
8: We know the Law is good when it is used 
the way God meant it to be used.  
9: We must remember the Law is not for the 
person who is right with God. It is for those 
who do not obey anybody or anything. It is 
for the sinners who hate God and speak 
against Him. It is for those who kill their  
fathers and mothers and for those who kill 
other people.  
10: It is for those who do sex sins and for  

1 TIMOTHY • Unit 1: Care for the Church • Lesson 1: Healthful Teaching and Right Living Page 9 



 

Adult Bible Study in 
Simplified English 

 

 

Many years ago my husband and I went on a trip. We 

drove up the east coast to Boston, Massachusetts. We stopped 

along the highway. We stopped to read a sign. The sign told 

about something important that happened at that site. What we 

learned surprised us. When our country was new, two important 

men met there under a big tree. One of the men was writing our 

Bill of Rights. The other man wanted to protect religious freedom 

in America. That man must have argued well. The Bill of Rights 

gives Americans protection to practice their religion freely.   

During the early days of our history, Baptists had a hard 

time. They were often beaten and put in prison. They were often 

fined. They were forced to leave their homes. This happened 

because Baptists would not worship in the official church. 

Think about that for a minute. We do not have to worship 

the way the government tells us. We must read the Bible. We 

must pray so that we might see the right way. We must listen to 

our conscience. No one can force us to believe anything. 

Religion freedom is an important part of the Bill of Rights. 

The people who began our government knew about freedom to 

worship. They came from countries that did not have such 

freedom. They were forced to worship the way their government 

told them to worship. 

Some countries today do the same thing. They punish 

people for not following the government’s rules for worship. 

Some groups hurt people who worship in a different way. Sadly, 

not everyone has religious freedom.   

Freedom to Live Faithfully Lesson 
2 

Bible Text 
1 Timothy 2:1-7 

 
Memory Verse 

“Pray for kings and all 
others who are in 
power over us so we 
might live quiet God-
like lives in peace.”  
(1 Timothy 2:2 ) 
 

Word List 
argue: to talk for or 
against a thing  
fined: made to pay 
money 
government: leaders 
who rule a country 
politicians: people in 
the government 
reputation: what 
others think about 
us 
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 Prayers for all peoples (1 Timothy 2: 1-2) 

Paul knew that he had been the worst sinner. Even with all 

his sins, God forgave Paul. Paul knew about forgiveness. He 

wanted the Ephesians to pray for everyone. God wants everyone 

to be saved.   

In our last lesson, we learned about false teachers. They 

were teachers who made up things to believe. They thought that 

only a few people could be saved. They did not try to agree with 

Paul. They hurt the reputation of the church. They made the 

church look bad to the rulers.  

Paul wanted the people to win the respect of their rulers. If 

the people were good citizens, their church might grow. They 

might not have trouble with the government. Paul did not hope 

for full religious freedom. In Rome that was not possible. But he 

wanted the church to grow. He did not want politicians to stop 

the church. 

Baptists have tried to follow Paul’s teaching. We are asked 

to pray for our leaders. We may not agree with their ideas about 

the law. But we pray that they will be led the right way. We have 

not tried to worship any government way. We have the freedom 

to worship as we choose.  

Baptists have always believed that there is only one way to 

heaven. That way is believing in Christ Jesus. But we have 

always been ready to defend others’ rights. Everyone has the 

right to worship the way they choose. 

 

 What should we pray for? (2:3-6) 

Paul gave several reasons for the Ephesians to pray for 

Things to  
Think About 

1. What should you 
pray about?  
 
2. Why should we 
pray for everyone 
to be saved? 
 
3. Do you know 
someone who needs 
to know the Lord?  
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Paul wanted to tell the story of Christ to 

others. The story was important to Paul. He 

wanted the story to be important to others.  

Paul thought of himself as a 

teacher. A teacher tells the facts. It is not 

enough to know that Christ lived and 

died. We must think about what His life 

and death meant. We must feel the 

wonder of the story of Christ. We must 

think about its meaning for ourselves. 

We must think about its meaning for the 

world.  

everyone. God wants all people to be saved. 

Jesus gave His life on the cross so everyone 

could be saved. He is the link between God 

and man. Believing in Him is the most 

important thing of all.  

When he preached to the Gentiles, 

Paul was doing God’s will. How happy that 

should make you and me! In the world at 

that time, people thought there were many 

gods. Israel knew there was only one. God 

was and is the only God. But the people of 

Israel thought God belonged only to them.  

Most of us are Gentiles. That means 

we are not Jews. Paul taught us that all 

people are God’s children.  Jesus’ pain and 

death on the cross tells of God’s love.  

Jesus paid for our sins. God let His son die 

for us. His great love never ends. 

 

 Paul’s jobs (2:7) 

Paul said that he was a herald. A 

herald is one who tells the truth. A herald 

tells a story which is not his own. A 

herald’s message comes from the king. In 

this case, the king was God. 

Paul was a witness.  This witness is 

one who tells the story of Christ. A witness 

also tells what Christ has done for him. 
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1 Timothy 2:1-7 

1: First of all, I ask you to pray much for all 

men and to give thanks for them.  

2: Pray for kings and all others who are in 

power over us so we might live quiet God-

like lives in peace.  

3: It is good when you pray like this. It 

pleases God Who is the One Who saves. 

4: He wants all people to be saved from the 

punishment of sin. He wants them to come 

to know the truth. 

5: There is one God. There is one Man 

standing between God and men. That Man 

is Christ Jesus.  

6: He gave His life for all men so they could 

go free and not be held by the power of sin. 

God made this known to the world at the 

right time.  

7: This is why I was chosen to be a teacher 

and a missionary. I am to teach faith and 

truth to the people who do not know God. I 

am not lying but telling the truth. 
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What would you think if you saw me going into my 

church? What would you think if I had purple hair? What would 

you think if my skirt was very short? What would you think if I 

had rings on every finger? If I had on too much makeup? If I 

wore green stockings?  If my shoes had four inch heels? What 

would you think if you saw me? 

I think you would wonder about me. You might wonder if 

I was really going to church because I loved Jesus. You might 

wonder if I was really a Christian. Most of all, you might wonder 

what kind of church I attended. You might wonder if my church 

really worshiped God. You might decide my church was not a 

good church.  

The Bible tells an old story. The false teachers had told the 

people many false things. The people had thought many strange 

things. Paul wanted Timothy to change things. He wanted 

Timothy to bring the church back to right thinking.  

 

 Men in church (1 Timothy 2:8) 

Remember, these people were Jews. Jewish men stood up 

while praying. They lifted their hands. Their hands were pointed 

up. Their hands must be clean. They could not touch bad things.  

A person can always talk to God. A person should not pray 

and then go do bad things. Prayer is not just a habit. A person 

who really prays cannot easily forget his prayer. He cannot do 

bad thing as if he never prayed.  

Women and Men  
in the Church 

Lesson 
3 

Bible Text 
1 Timothy 2:8-15 

 
Memory Verse 

“I want men 
everywhere to pray. 
They should lift up 
holy hands as they 
pray. They should not 
be angry or argue.”  
(1 Timothy 2:8) 
 

Word List 
Gentiles: people who 
are not Jews 
fancy: silly; clothes 
that cost too much 
money   
position: place 
society: people who 
live in a town  
modestly: dressing in 
a quiet way; not trying 
to call attention to 
ourselves 
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A person should not pray with an angry heart. Many times 

Jesus said that we must not hate others. If we want God to 

forgive us, we must forgive others. We must try to live easily 

with other people. We must try to get along with others. The 

prayers of an angry person will not reach God. That person must 

pray with an open heart. That person must feel that God will 

answer. If a person prays with no hope, then God will not answer. 

Before a person can be cured, he must believe God can 

cure him. A person must believe in the grace of God. Then he can 

claim God’s grace. I know about this fact. Fourteen years ago, I 

had a very bad cancer. The doctor said I had very little chance of 

getting well. I knew I might die very soon. 

I was not angry with God. I prayed with an open heart. A 

wonderful peace filled my heart. I was ready to live or die. I had 

chemo-therapy. And it worked! God saved me. We must take our 

prayers to God. We must know that God hears our prayers. He is 

the One who answers our prayers. 

 

 Women in the church (2: 8-15) 

Remember that this was written in a Jewish land.  Jewish 

women were important in the home. But Jewish women were in a 

low position everywhere else. In Jewish law, a woman was not a 

person. She was a thing. She could not learn the law. She could 

not study it. 

A woman could hear a worship service. But she could not 

have a part in it. A woman could not teach in a school. She could 

not even teach the youngest children. Women, children and 

slaves were all the same in Jewish law. How different it is today! 

Things to  
Think About 

1. Why had the false 
teachers caused so 
many problems?  
 
2. Do we have such 
problems today? 
 
3. Why should we 
teach our children to 
dress modestly?  
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for Timothy’s mother and grandmother. 

Mary Magdala was the first to see 

Jesus after He rose from the dead.  Also, 

four women stood by the cross. Priscilla 

and her husband were good teachers in the 

early church.  In Titus 2:3, older women 

were told to teach. Read Romans 16. Many 

women’s names are there. Paul valued 

women in the church. 

Paul was thinking of problems in the 

Ephesian church when he wrote this. We 

should never think that women should not 

work in the church.  We must remember the 

Jewish background. We must remember the 

problems of that day.  

Paul taught that a saving relationship 

with Christ Jesus produces good deeds.  

False teachers lead the people to do bad 

things. Paul said that a relationship with 

Jesus wipes out all differences. Men and 

women are the same to Christ. Slaves or 

freemen are the same. Jews and Gentiles 

are all able to serve Christ.  

Men were to pray in the right way. 

They were not to argue. Women were to do 

good deeds. They were not to think about 

fancy clothes. Times have not changed so 

much, have they?  

The Greek woman had much the 

same life. She could not come to meals 

with her husband. She never went into the 

street alone.  She stayed mostly in her 

home. Some Greek women spent all their 

time dressing in fancy clothes. They 

combed their hair in different styles. Even 

the Greeks did not like this way of doing 

things. Greeks wanted women to live 

modestly. 

If a Christian woman lived in a 

Greek town, she lived a very strict life. 

Sometimes a Christian woman took a big 

part in a Christian church. Because of 

Greek customs, this made the church look 

bad.  

Paul did not lay down these rules in a 

bad way. The Christian church lived in a 

strict Greek society. The church had to live 

the best way it could. These rules helped 

the people live in the best way possible. 

Living this way helped the church earn 

respect in their society. 

You might think Paul did not like 

women in the church. That is not true. 

Remember that Mary of Nazareth was 

Jesus’ mother. She trained Him when He 

was a little child. Paul also showed respect 
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1 Timothy 2:8-15 

8: I want men everywhere to pray. They 

should lift up holy hands as they pray. They 

should not be angry or argue.  

9: Christian women should not be dressed in 

the kind of clothes and their hair should not 

be combed in a way that will make people 

look at them. They should not wear much 

gold or pearls or clothes that cost much 

money.  

10: Instead of these things, Christian women 

should be known for doing good things and 

living good lives. 

11: Women should be quiet when they 

learn. They should listen to what men have 

to say.  

12: I never let women teach men or be  

leaders over men. They should be quiet.  

13: Adam was made first, then Eve.  

14: Adam was not fooled by Satan; it was 

the woman who was fooled and sinned.  

15: But women will be saved through the 

giving of birth to children if they keep on in 

faith and live loving and holy lives. 
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Adult Bible Study in 
Simplified English 

 

 

Many years ago I was made a deacon in my church. I will 

not forget that time. A group of church members chose six 

people. They studied our past. They knew all about us. Then 

there was a service at the church. 

Each of us had a turn speaking to the congregation. We 

told something about ourselves. We gave our testimonies. Then 

each of us knelt before the church. All the church members came 

by us. They put their hands on our heads. Most of them had 

words to whisper to us. They said things like, “God bless you.” 

“God help you in your work.” It was a beautiful time. It made us 

know that God was with us. It made us want to work hard for 

God’s kingdom. I will never forget that day.  

 

 Overseers or pastors (1 Timothy 3:1-7) 

One big problem in the Ephesian churches was false 

teachers. They had not been good leaders. They did not behave 

well. They did things to embarrass the church. They made the 

gospel look bad. There was a great need for good overseers. 

Today overseers are called pastors. The pastors were in charge of 

leading the churches.  Paul listed the qualities of good pastors. 

The pastors needed to be good teachers. This was very important 

in Ephesus. False teaching was a big problem. The pastors 

needed to teach in the right way. 

The false teachers were too interested in money. They 

were not good.  They were spoiling the reputation of the church. 

A good pastor would help the church have a better reputation.  

Worthy Church Leaders Lesson 
4 

Bible Text 
1 Timothy 3:1-13 

 
Memory Verse 

“Those who work 
well as church helpers 
will be respected by 
others and their own 
faith in Christ Jesus 
will grow.” 
(1 Timothy 3:13) 
 

Word List 
congregation: the 
members of a church 
testimonies: to tell 
about our belief in 
God and Jesus 
reputation: a good 
name 
conceited: thinking 
that you are very 
important 
disgrace: to bring 
shame on a person or 
a church 
reliable: worthy of 
trust government 
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Paul wanted pastors to live as faithful husbands. A pastor 

must be true to his wife. Paul wanted a pastor to be a good person 

before the world. Paul wanted pastors to have self-control. They 

were not to be sexually active in the town. They needed to dress 

in a good way. Their actions would help the church’s reputation. 

Pastors were to welcome other believers into their home.  

Receiving guests was important in those days. It was very 

important to have traveling teachers stay in their homes. The 

pastors should be able to teach.  They must not drink alcohol too 

much. False teachers were careful about food. But they were 

often drunk. That was a problem in the early church.  

The pastors needed to be gentle. They should not to be 

ready to fight. They were not to argue over unimportant things.  

They were not to love money. The false teachers wanted to make 

money when they were in the church. 

Paul felt that pastors should be good fathers at home. They 

must be able to guide their children in the right way. A pastor  

must not be a new Christian. He needs time to learn about God’s 

plan. He might become conceited and be tempted by the devil. 

Paul’s main idea was about the importance of pastors. 

Pastors must have a good reputation outside the church. A pastor 

with a bad reputation makes the church look bad. Sometimes we 

may read in the newspaper about a pastor. Sometimes the pastor 

is not a good man. We are all human. We all make mistakes. One 

pastor’s bad reputation can put a shadow on all churches.   
  

Deacons (3:8-13) 

At first, the apostles led the churches. But as the churches 

Things to  
Think About 

1. What do you think 
about Paul’s list of 
rules for church 
leaders?  
 
2. When do women 
best take care of 
the needs of other 
women?  
 
3. When do men meet 
the ministry needs of 
other men?  
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who need clothes.  They work in the 

mission house to give food to needy people. 

They paint rooms in the church. Several 

times a year they have a special work day. 

They clean parts of the church the janitors 

don’t have time to clean. They work in the 

church library. They do many more things 

every day.  The church would be a sad 

place without deacons.  

 

 Women in the church (3:11) 

This verse probably means women 

who did good works. There were many 

things a woman could do that a man could 

not.   She could help new Christians learn. 

She could be at baptisms. But she must be 

quiet. When working with people is not 

always easy. Many times hard things 

happen. It is hard not tell others. The 

Christian man or woman must keep silent.  

All Christians must be reliable. It is 

not an insult to tell women to be silent. Men 

have work. They do not have time to 

gossip. Women do. A man or woman who 

tells tales is a dangerous person. 

False teachers hurt the church. Paul’s 

rules for church leaders were important. We 

follow his teachings today. 

grew, they needed help. The apostles could 

not be in every church. After Paul told the 

churches to elect pastors, he added deacons. 

The pastors were to lead the churches. The 

deacons were to take care of the church 

members. 

The Christian leader must not drink 

too much wine. Wine was used all the time 

in those early days. Sometimes the water 

was not safe to drink. Drinking wine was 

two parts wine to three parts water. 

Drinking too much wine was a disgrace in 

the pagan world. It was more of a disgrace 

in the Christian world.   

Six of the rules for pastors are the 

same for deacons. They were to be 

dignified, not a drunkard, and not greedy. 

They were to be blameless and the husband 

of one wife. They were to manage their 

households. However, the deacon was not 

expected to teach. Deacons did not have to 

have strangers in their homes. The deacons 

were to meet the daily needs of the church. 

In my church, deacons do a lot of 

extra work around the church. They visit 

members who cannot come to church 

services.  They visit the sick in the hospital.  

They work in the clothes closet for people 
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must speak the truth. They must not get 

drunk. They must not have a love for 

money.  

9: They must have their faith in Christ and 

be His follower with a heart that says they 

are right.  

10: They must first be tested to see if they 

are ready for the work as church helpers. 

Then if they do well, they may be chosen as 

church helpers.  

11: The wives of church helpers must be 

careful how they act. They must not carry 

stories from one person to another. They 

must be wise and faithful in all they do.  

12: Church helpers must have only one 

wife. They must lead their home well and 

their children must obey them.  

13: Those who work well as church helpers 

will be respected by others and their own 

faith in Christ Jesus will grow. 

1 Timothy 3:1-13 

1: It is true that if a man wants to be a 

church leader, he wants to do a good work.  

2: A church leader must be a good man. His 

life must be so no one can say anything 

against him. He must have only one wife 

and must be respected for his good living. 

He must be willing to take people into his 

home. He must be willing to learn and able 

to teach the Word of God.  

3: He must not get drunk or want to fight. 

Instead, he must be gentle. He must not 

have a love for money.  

4: He should be a good leader in his own 

home. His children must obey and respect 

him.  

5: If a man cannot be a good leader in his 

own home, how can he lead the church?  

6: A church leader must not be a new  

Christian. A new Christian might become 

proud and fall into sin which is brought on 

by the devil.  

7: A church leader must be respected by 

people who are not Christians so nothing 

can be said against him. In that way, he will 

not be trapped by the devil. 

8: Church helpers must also be good men 

and act so people will respect them. They 
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Adult Bible Study in 
Simplified English 

 

 

Do you drive a car? If you do, you have probably come 

across bad drivers. Bad drivers wait too close to you at traffic 

lights. They honk their horns if you are too slow to move. 

Sometimes they are reckless. They always seem angry. 

Sometimes a bad driver will shake his fist at you. Other times he 

will make a rude gesture. What should you do? 

A friend gave me an idea. When another driver is rude, my 

friend does not get angry. She smiles and waves. I have done the 

same thing. When I wave, it surprises the bad driver. He expects 

me to be angry.  He doesn’t know what to do.  A bad driver has 

never made the same gesture to me again. I drive away smiling. 

How we live really does make a difference! 

 

 Falling away from the faith (1 Timothy 4:1-5) 

We know that God is looking for people to use for His 

kingdom. He wants people who will be His tools in the world.  

Sadly, the devil is also looking for people. God is looking for 

good people. But the devil wants people to turn away from God. 

This is an ongoing battle. There is a battle between good 

and evil. People can be in the service of God. Or they can be in 

the service of the devil. We must decide. Whom will we follow? 

Whom will we believe?  

False teachers in Ephesus taught that everything in the 

world was evil. They said that food was evil. They starved 

themselves. Food fed the body. They taught the body was evil. 

They said marriage was evil.  

Robust Christian Living Lesson 
5 

Bible Text 
1 Timothy 4:1-16 

 
Memory Verse 

“….Because our hope 
is in the living God, 
the One Who would 
save all men. He saves 
those who believe in 
Him.” 
(1 Timothy 4:10b) 
 

Word List 
gesture: a sign made 
with the hands or 
fingers    
authority: power to 
act 
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The answer to these false teachers seems easy to us. God 

made the world. Everything in the world is good.  Read Genesis 

1:27-31. Everything that God has made is good. A good Christian 

does not live as a slave to rules. He or she does not insult God’s 

creation. The Christian is grateful for God’s gifts. The Christian 

shares with others. He or she gives thanks to God  from the heart. 

 

 Advice for Timothy (4:6-16) 

Paul turned to Timothy. His role as a teacher of the true 

gospel was important. Paul reminded Timothy that he had been 

brought up knowing the Lord. Timothy’s mother and 

grandmother had taught him well. Timothy had experience in the 

church. He was Paul’s true son in the faith. 

Paul wanted Timothy to tell people about the goodness of 

God. His advice is as good today as it was then. It is important 

for any Sunday school teacher. All church workers should follow 

Paul’s advice. 

Paul’s advice tells us how to teach others. It does not mean 

to give orders. It means to counsel and to advise. A good teacher 

is gentle and modest. The teacher must remind people of what 

they already know. Teachers should find what is right by looking 

into their own hearts. 

Paul also advised that Timothy should study God’s word. 

No person can give out all the time. He or she must always be 

learning. He must know Jesus better before he can bring Christ to 

others. Spending time in Bible study means we have something 

to give others. 

Paul told Timothy what things to avoid. Timothy was not 

Things to  
Think About 

1. Can Christians eat 
any foods today?  
 
2. What gifts has God 
given you? We must 
thank God for all his 
gifts. 
 
3. How was Timothy 
to be an example to 
Ephesian believers?  
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thirty years old. In that time, people thought 

older people knew more than younger 

people. Paul let people know that Timothy 

spoke with Paul’s authority. 

Timothy was to give special attention 

to preaching and teaching. He was to work 

against the false teachers. Paul wanted 

Timothy to think about how he lived and 

taught. Paul said people would know 

Timothy by what he did and said. Timothy 

was to lead the Ephesians. They should 

keep their faith and love.       

to listen to old tales. It was easy to get 

caught up in things that were not important.  

He needed to stay at the center of his faith. 

Apollo Anton Ohno is an athlete. He 

won some medals in this year’s Olympics. I 

was surprised when I learned his training 

schedule. He lived in a training camp in 

Colorado for two years. All he did for two 

long years was train for the Olympics.  

I wonder what he will do when he is 

older. When his body will not do what he 

wants. I hope Apollo is training his mind 

and his heart. “For physical training has 

some value, but godliness has value for all 

things, holding promise for both the present 

life and the life to come” (4:8). 

All my life, my pastor has been an 

older person. I have looked to the pastor for 

advice. I have listened to him preach the 

gospel. Now I am older than my pastor. At 

first, it was hard to listen to him. I had to 

realize that he was sent by God. He is a 

good man. He is always learning. 

Sometimes, he asks for advice from older 

members of the congregation. But he sets 

an example for the people “in speech, in 

life, in love, in faith and in purity”(4:12). 

Timothy was probably a little over 
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life now but in the next life also.  
9: These words are true and they can be 
trusted.  
10: Because of this, we work hard and do 
our best because our hope is in the living 
God, the One Who would save all men. He 
saves those who believe in Him. 
11: Tell people that this is what they must 
do.  
12: Let no one show little respect for you 
because you are young. Show other  
Christians how to live by your life. They 
should be able to follow you in the way you 
talk and in what you do. Show them how to 
live in faith and in love and in holy living.  
13: Until I come, read and preach and teach 
the Word of God to the church.  
14: Be sure to use the gift God gave you. 
The leaders saw this in you when they laid 
their hands on you and said what you  
should do.  
15: Think about all this. Work at it so  
everyone may see you are growing as a 
Christian.  
16: Watch yourself how you act and what 
you teach. Stay true to what is right. If you 
do, you and those who hear you will be 
saved from the punishment of sin.  

1 Timothy 4:1-16 
1: The Holy Spirit tells us in plain words 
that in the last days some people will turn 
away from the faith. They will listen to what 
is said about spirits and follow the teaching 
about demons.  
2: Those who teach this tell it as the truth 
when they know it is a lie. They do it so 
much that their own hearts no longer say it is 
wrong.  
3: They will say, "Do not get married. Do 
not eat some kinds of food." But God gave 
these things to Christians who know the 
truth. We are to thank God for them.  
4:Everything God made is good. We should 
not put anything aside if we can take it and 
thank God for it.  
5: It is made holy by the Word of God and 
prayer. 
6: If you keep telling these things to the 
Christians, you will be a good worker for  
Jesus Christ. You will feed your own soul on 
these words of faith and on this good  
teaching which you have followed.  
7: Have nothing to do with foolish stories 
old women tell. Keep yourself growing in 
God-like living.  
8: Growing strong in body is all right but 
growing in God-like living is more  
important. It will not only help you in this 
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Adult Bible Study in 
Simplified English 

 

 

Many years ago, I knew a man who had a small company. 

His company sold houses. He seemed to be a good man. He had a 

nice wife and two children. They had parties for our Sunday 

school class. We enjoyed being with them. 

 He worked hard. The company grew. He became a rich 

man. Having so much money changed him. He became 

arrogant. His partner left him. He divorced his wife. He later 

married his secretary. They both worked in the church.  

Their money made them think they were better than other 

people. He drank too much wine. His voice was loud. We did not 

like to be around him. Sadly, some people did like him. His 

money attracted people. Now this man is a deacon in his church.  

How do you think this man helps his church? 

 

 Slaves (1 Timothy 6:1-2) 

Rome was a slave state. There were 60,000,000 slaves in 

Roman lands. Romans were careful to keep their slaves quiet. If 

any slaves rebelled, they were quickly put to death. What was 

the duty of Christian slaves? 

The Christian slave needed to be a good slave. If Christian 

slaves were lazy, the world would criticize the church.  The 

Christian worker must be a better workman than others. He must 

do his work with a kind spirit. He must willingly give service to 

his master. He or she gives service to God and to other people. 

Giving good service to others shows a good heart. Being willing 

to work hard shows a good Christian heart. 

Your Money or Your God Lesson 
6 

Bible Text 
1 Timothy 6:2c-19 

 
Memory Verse 

“Fight the good fight 
of faith.” 
(1 Timothy 6:12a) 
 

Word List 
arrogant: feeling 
better than anyone 
else 
rebelled: fought 
against something or 
someone 
greed: wanting more 
of something at any 
cost 
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 False teaching and false hearts (6:3-5) 

The Christian churches were not formal like they are 

today. There were preachers who went from town to town. They 

spoke where they could. The church services were different, too. 

Anyone who felt he had a message could speak. It was easy for 

an outsider to enter and give a false message. The ancient world 

knew all about these false teachers. 

These teachers were called wise men. They asked a fee for 

teaching men to speak well. They were paid for teaching men to 

argue well. They used their teaching as a way to make money. 

They were good public speakers. They went from town to town 

giving speeches. They were very popular. They were sort of like 

movie stars are today. Roman people went to see and hear them. 

The false teachers wanted applause and praise. They were good 

at making bad things sound good.  If a teacher could speak well, 

he made lots of money. 

The Christian churches were growing up. They were 

honest people. They trusted people. We can understand why 

these false teachers were coming into the churches. They could 

make a lot of money there. 

Conceit is the first thing you might see in a false teacher. 

He wants to make himself look good. He cares more about 

himself than preaching Jesus Christ. He is “puffed up” with his 

own ideas.  

Christians come to church to worship God. They do not 

want to hear what the preacher thinks. They want to hear what 

God says. A truly good preacher is the echo of God. A good 

preacher does not offer his own little bit of light. He offers people 

Things to  
Think About 

1. Do you know 
wealthy people who 
live giving, helpful 
lives? 
 
2. What sins can the 
love of money cause?  
 
3. What do you need 
to be happy?  
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is most important: God and Jesus Christ. 

Money is neither good nor bad. It is the 

love of money that leads us to trouble. 

 

 Timothy–man of God (6:11-16) 

Paul called Timothy a man of God. 

This is a title used many places in the Old 

Testament. Paul did not talk about the past. 

He encouraged Timothy about the future. 

He did not talk about Timothy’s youth and 

lack of experience.  He lifted Timothy up. 

He wanted Timothy to see what he could 

become in the future. 

Paul gave instructions to Timothy. 

He told Timothy to be righteous. He told 

him to have faith live a godly life. Timothy 

should be gentle and to endure bad things. 

Timothy should “fight the good fight.” 

When my grandfather died, I went to 

his funeral. He was a farmer most of his 

life. He worked hard. He tried to support 

his family. He was not rich in earthly 

things. But I know that he was honest. I 

never heard him say bad things about 

anyone. At the funeral, the pastor said that 

Papa had “fought a good fight.” That is a 

good thing to say. People should say this 

about Christians when they die. 

the light and truth of God. 

 

 Loving money (6:10) 

Loving money keeps us from seeing 

how short life is. “Naked I came from my 

mother’s womb, and naked I shall return” 

(Job:1:21). We have a short time to live.  

We can take nothing with us when we die. 

It seems foolish to try to make money all 

the time. Greed makes no sense. 

Loving things and money makes us 

unhappy. Just turn on the TV. You will see 

many, many commercials. You will see 

commercials about cars, clothes and many 

other things. Someone is always trying to 

sell us something. If we are not careful, this 

can lead to a lot of trouble. 

Loving money leads to all kinds of 

sins. We might lie on our income tax return. 

We might be jealous of our neighbor’s new 

car.  We might think make money is more 

important than going to church. 

Of course, we all need money. 

Money is the only thing some people think 

about. If that is us, we are in serious 

trouble. We want our families to have 

enough to eat. We want them to be 

comfortable. But we must remember what 
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the faith because of their love for money.  
They have made much pain for themselves  
because of this. 
11: But you, man of God, turn away from all 
these sinful things. Work at being right with 
God. Live a God-like life. Have faith and 
love. Be willing to wait. Have a kind heart.  
12: Fight the good fight of faith. Take hold  
of the life that lasts forever. You were chosen 
to receive it. You have spoken well about this 
life in front of many people. 
13: I tell you this before God Who gives life 
to all people and before Jesus Christ Who 
spoke well in front of Pontius Pilate.  
14: You must do all our Lord Jesus Christ  
said so no one can speak against you. Do this  
until He comes again.  
15: At the right time, we will be shown that 
God is the One Who has all power. He is the 
King of kings and Lord of lords.  
16: He can never die. He lives in a light so 
bright that no man can go near Him. No man 
has ever seen God or can see Him. Honor and 
power belong to Him forever. Let it be so. 
17: Tell those who are rich in this world not  
to be proud and not to trust in their money. 
Money cannot be trusted. They should put 
their trust in God. He gives us all we need for 
our happiness.  
18: Tell them to do good and be rich in good 
works. They should give much to those in 
need and be ready to share.  
19: Then they will be gathering together 
riches for themselves. These good things are 
what they will build on for the future. Then 
they will have the only true life!  

1 Timothy 6:2c-19 
2: Those who have Christian owners must  
respect their owners because they are  
Christian brothers. They should work hard  
or them because much-loved Christian  
brothers are being helped by their work. 
Teach and preach these things. 
3: Someone may teach something else. He 
may not agree with the teaching of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. He may not teach you to live 
God-like lives.  
4: Such a person is full of pride and knows 
nothing. He wastes time on questions and  
argues about things that are not important. 
This makes those he teaches jealous and they 
want to fight. They talk bad and have bad 
ideas about others. 
5: Men who are not able to use their minds in 
the right way because of sin argue all the 
time. They do not have the truth. They think 
religion is a way to get much for  
themselves. 
6: A God-like life gives us much when we  
are happy for what we have.  
7: We came into this world with nothing. For 
sure, when we die, we will take nothing with 
us.  
8: If we have food and clothing, let us be 
happy.  
9: But men who want lots of money are 
tempted. They are trapped into doing all  
kinds of foolish things and things which hurt 
them. These things drag them into sin and 
will destroy them.  
10: The love of money is the beginning of all 
kinds of sin. Some people have turned from 
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Adult Bible Study  
in SimplifiedEnglish 

 

 

30 

 

A LEGACY TO LIVE BY 

 

Paul had no children of his own. But Paul said that 

Timothy was his child in the faith. Paul helped Timothy to 

grow up as a Christian. His letter to Timothy encouraged 

Timothy to keep doing right things.  Paul expressed his 

confidence in Timothy to lead the church. His letter helped 

Timothy to keep leading the church the right way. Timothy 

needed help to keep going during hard times. 

Like Timothy, all Christians need to teach and tell 

about Christ. Christians must be dependable workers for 

God’s kingdom. Paul said Christians are like soldiers, 

athletes and farmers. They must always work hard. They 

must work hard even when things are hard.  

Paul said that in the future many people will do evil 

things. He encouraged Timothy to be a strong example in 

these times. Paul encouraged Timothy to be a loyal apostle. 

Many people do evil things today. We can be an example 

like Timothy. Paul’s letter can encourage us, too. 

 
2 Timothy:  

A Legacy to Live by  
 

Lesson 7  
Shaping a Life  

2 Timothy 1:1-14 
 

Lesson 8 
Living with  

Single-Minded Purpose 
2 Timothy 2:1-17a, 20-23 

 

Lesson 9 
Facing Challenges  

to Faith 
2 Timothy 3:1-5, 10-17 

 

Lesson 10 
Leaving (and Learning 

from) a Legacy 
2 Timothy 4:1-8 

 

 
 
 

 



 

Adult Bible Study in 
Simplified English 

 

 

When my husband was a small boy, his parents divorced. 

He did not have a father to teach him as he grew up. But he liked 

to sing. There was a small church near his home. Someone 

invited him to join the boy’s choir at that church. The choir 

leader was a kind man. He had no children of his own. 

Mr. Vincer saw that my husband was trying to find the 

right way. Mr. Vincer helped Dick in many ways. He saw that 

Dick went to two music camps. He gave Dick much good advice. 

Dick went on to college. He worked hard. He taught 

children in his church many years. He sang in the church choir 

for fifty-five years. He has been a good husband and a good 

father.  

Dick became the president of a bank. Over the years, Dick 

has helped other young people. He has lived the best life he 

could. He says that Mr. Vincer put him on the right path. 

Think about your life. Has someone special put you on the 

right path? Several people have probably helped you. Think 

about them. Maybe you are the person to help someone else. 

Think about that.  

 

 “Timothy, my dear son” (2 Timothy 1:1-2) 

Paul called himself an apostle. This means he was sent out 

by God. Being an apostle was an honor. He was chosen by the 

will of God. He was God’s man. 

God chose Paul because God wanted to use him. No 

Christian is ever chosen only for his own sake. Christians are 

Shaping a Life Lesson 
7 

Bible Text 
2 Timothy 1:1-14 

 
Memory Verse 

“For God did not give 
us a spirit of fear. He 
gave us a spirit of 
power and of love and 
of a good mind.”  
(2 Timothy 1:7) 
 

Word List 
eager: ready and 
willing 
timidity: being afraid 
confidence: being 
sure of oneself 
inspired: having the 
spirit to do a certain 
thing  
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chosen for what they can do for others. A Christian is happy for 

the things God has done. The Christian is eager to tell others 

about what God can do for them. 

Paul always spoke lovingly about Timothy. Timothy was 

Paul’s child in the faith. It is wonderful to have your own 

children. But there are many good people who don’t have any. A 

good person can be a parent in the faith. There is a special joy in 

bringing others to Christ.  

 

 Be strong, Timothy (1:3-7) 

Paul prayed for Timothy night and day. He wanted to see 

Timothy. He remembered Timothy was sad when they last saw 

each other. He thought about how Timothy was brought up in the 

faith. We don’t know much about Timothy’s mother and 

grandmother. We do know that they were believers. Timothy 

grew up knowing about God and Jesus Christ. He was the 

product of a Christian home. What are you teaching your 

children?  Will they grow up as Christians? 

Timothy had a hard job in Ephesus.  He was young. People 

didn’t always listen well to young people. Timothy had to fight 

against the false teachers in the church. He had to guard against 

false ideas. Paul reminded Timothy that he had confidence in 

Timothy. He knew that Timothy could do the right things. Paul 

inspired Timothy. We feel good when someone believes in us.  

 

 Hard times ahead (1:8-11) 

Being loyal to the gospel will sometimes bring trouble. 

Timothy was loyal to the gospel and to Paul. When he wrote, 

Things to  
Think About 

1. Why did Paul talk 
about Timothy as his 
child in the faith? 
 
2. Has someone 
helped you in the 
faith?  
 
3. Is there someone 
you can help in the 
same way?  
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Probably Paul knew he would soon die for 

Christ. 

God is faithful. He can be trusted. 

We, too, should be faithful in our gospel 

ministry. When we are faithful, we try to do 

what God wants. Paul told Timothy to be 

faithful in his ministry. He wanted Timothy 

to follow what Paul had taught him. He 

wanted Timothy to teach in the faith. He 

wanted Timothy to have the love that Christ 

had taught. 

Timothy would not ever be left 

alone. The Holy Spirit would guide him. 

The Holy Spirit will guide you and me, too. 

We are to teach God’s Word. We are to live 

our lives like Christ lived. 

Paul was in prison in Rome. People thought 

of Paul as a criminal. In that terrible place, 

Paul showed the gospel’s glory. He was not 

afraid. He had the sense of the great power 

of God. 

Suffering because of the gospel 

should be faced with God’s power. The 

gospel gave the ancient world the power to 

live. The gospel was, and is, the power to 

master oneself. It gives us power to keep  

living when life seems unlivable. 

Sometimes it is hard to be a Christian. Even 

then, the gospel gives us power to keep our 

faith.  

The gospel saves us. God is the God 

who saves us. The gospel saves us from sin. 

It saves us from those habits which are hard 

to break. The gospel is powerful. It can 

change people. It can make a bad person 

good.   

 

 Do not be ashamed (1:8-14) 

Even though Paul was in prison, he 

was not ashamed.  His suffering was part of 

telling the gospel. His letter did not just tell 

Timothy how to act. He was showing 

Timothy the right ways. Timothy would be 

Paul’s child and partner in the ministry. 

2 TIMOTHY • Unit 2: A Legacy to Live by • Lesson 7: Shaping a Life Page 33 



 

what our Lord said, or of me here in prison. 

I am here because of Jesus Christ. Be ready 

to suffer for preaching the Good News and 

God will give you the strength you need. 

9: He is the One Who saved us from the 

punishment of sin. He is the One Who chose 

us to do His work. It is not because of any-

thing we have done. But it was His plan 

from the beginning that He would give us 

His loving-favor through Christ Jesus.  

10: We know about it now because of the 

coming of Jesus Christ, the One Who saves. 

He put a stop to the power of death and 

brought life that never dies which is seen 

through the Good News.  

11: I have been chosen to be a missionary 

and a preacher and a teacher of this Good 

News.  

12: For this reason, I am suffering. But I am 

not ashamed. I know the One in Whom I 

have put my trust. I am sure He is able to 

keep safe that which I have trusted to Him 

until the day He comes again.  

13: Keep all the things I taught you. They 

were given to you in the faith and love of 

Jesus Christ. 

14: Keep safe that which He has trusted you 

with by the Holy Spirit Who lives in us. 

2 Timothy 1:1-14 

1: This letter is from Paul, a missionary of 

Jesus Christ. God has sent me to tell that He 

has promised life that lasts forever through 

Christ Jesus.  

2: I am writing to you, Timothy. You are 

my much-loved son. May God the Father 

and Christ Jesus our Lord give you His lov-

ing-favor and loving-kindness and peace. 

3: I thank God for you. I pray for you night 

and day. I am working for God the way my 

early fathers worked. My heart says I am 

free from sin.  

4: When I remember your tears, it makes me 

want to see you. That would fill me with 

joy.  

5: I remember your true faith. It is the same 

faith your grandmother Lois had and your 

mother Eunice had. I am sure you have that 

same faith also. 

6: For this reason, I ask you to keep using 

the gift God gave you. It came to you when 

I laid my hands on you and prayed that God 

would use you.  

7: For God did not give us a spirit of fear. 

He gave us a spirit of power and of love and 

of a good mind.  

8: Do not be ashamed to tell others about 
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Adult Bible Study in 
Simplified English 

 

 

I can think of many Christians who are strong in the faith. I 

imagine you can think of some, too. Ruth and John are two who 

stand out in my mind. Ruth and John had a lot of money. But 

they did not act like they were rich. They were quiet but very 

active in church.  

John was a deacon. Once a little girl wanted to join the 

church. John got down low on his knees. He helped her fill out 

the papers to join. He was a very rich man, but he was humble. 

John always did what he could for Jesus Christ. 

Ruth taught a Sunday school class. She went to the homes 

of people who visited the church. When I worked with 

international students, Ruth greeted all the people. She made 

everyone feel welcome. She and John were always faithful.   

 

  Gospel of grace (2 Timothy 2:1-4)   

To believe in Christ, you must hear about Him. Timothy 

heard about the truth and grace of Christian faith. Paul told him. 

Timothy had heard about Christ from his mother and his 

grandmother. Paul taught him much more.  

Many of us know the saving grace of Jesus Christ. But we 

have a hard time telling others. Some of us do not have the gift of 

teaching. We can show others by the way we live.  We can be 

good examples of the Christian gospel. We can show that all the 

promises are true. 

The Christian faith should be taught to faithful men and 

Living With  
Single-Minded Purpose 

Lesson 
8 

Bible Text 
2 Timothy 2:1-17a, 

20-23  
 

Memory Verse 
“So you, my son, be 
strong in the loving-
favor of Christ Jesus.”  
(2 Timothy 2:1) 
 

Word List 
dependable: trust-
worthy 
athlete: a person who 
is active in sports 
discipline: acting by 
the rules 
argue: speaking for or 
against something 
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women. They should teach it to others. The Christian church 

depends on an unbroken chain of teachers. This chain of teachers 

goes back to the life of Jesus. 

Teachers should be faithful. They must be loyal. They 

must be dependable. The teacher’s heart must be close to Jesus. 

No danger should cause a teacher to leave the right path. No false 

teaching should cause the teacher to leave the straight path. The 

Christian teacher must be steady in life and in thought. 

 

 The soldier of Christ (2:3-15) 

Romans and Greeks often thought of humans like soldiers. 

There were many soldiers in that day. Paul took this idea and 

compared it to all Christians. He wanted all Christian leaders and 

servants to work hard. He wanted Timothy to work hard.  

Paul compared the life of a Christian to a soldier. It meant 

hard work. A soldier could not work in any other business.  He 

was a soldier all the time. 

A Christian is a Christian all the time. That does not mean 

he can not make a living. He must have business to do. He must 

still live in this world. But his job is not as important as his faith.  

He must live a Christian life. He must show his Christianity in 

everything .     

Paul also spoke about an athlete. An athlete must have 

discipline. He must train his body and his mind. He cannot win 

unless he plays the game. 

There are times when  Christians  must argue. We must 

defend our faith. But we must argue by Christian rules. It does 

not matter how much we want to win. We must never forget to be 

Things to  
Think About 

1. What helps us “be 
strong in the Lord”  
(2 Timothy 2:1)?  
 
2. What makes it 
hard?  
 
3. How much of 
Paul’s instructions to 
Timothy are 
important to us?  
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 Think about this (2:20-23) 

Paul wanted Timothy to live a 

faithful life. He wanted Timothy to live a 

pure life. He wanted Timothy to call on 

Jesus with a pure heart. Today is no 

different. Jesus should stand at the center of 

our lives.  

Today much sin is around us. We 

should pay attention to Paul’s words. We 

should listen well. It is hard to keep our feet 

on the right path. We must remember that 

that path leads to Jesus. This path gives us 

eternal life with Him. 

honest and fair. Real Christians know the 

main rule of Christianity is love. Christians 

should always remember to carry love into 

any argument. 

Paul used the picture of a soldier to 

show the Christian life. Then he used an 

athlete. Finally, he used a farmer. The 

farmer must work. And then he must wait. 

The farmer knows that nothing comes 

easily. A farmer has long hours. Christians 

also work many hours for the gospel. A 

Christian must work all the time.  

A Christian must work and wait, too. 

Sometimes Christians tell others about 

Christ. The Christian may see no change in 

the other person. This is just like parents. A 

parent tries to teach children. Years may go 

by before children change and grow. The 

farmer has learned to wait. Christian 

teachers and the parents must also learn to 

wait. 

We can see one  thing in these three 

pictures. The soldier, the athlete, and the 

farmer must work hard. The Christian must 

work hard, too. A faithful Christian’s work 

has results. After living a Christian life, we 

can be sure of the joy of heaven. There is 

greater joy after hard work. 

2 TIMOTHY • Unit 2: A Legacy to Live by • Lesson 8: Living With Single-Minded Purpose Page 37 



 

know us.  
13: If we have no faith, He will still be  
faithful for He cannot go against what He is. 
14: Tell your people about these things 
again. In the name of the Lord, tell them not 
to argue over words that are not important. 
It helps no one and it hurts the faith of those 
who are listening.  
15: Do your best to know that God is 
pleased with you. Be as a workman who has 
nothing to be ashamed of. Teach the words 
of truth in the right way.  
16: Do not listen to foolish talk about things 
that mean nothing. It only leads people  
farther away from God.  
17: Such talk will spread like cancer.  
Hymenaeus and Philetus are like this.  
 

2 Timothy 2:20-23 
20: In a big house there are not only things 
made of gold and silver, but also of wood 
and clay. Some are of more use than others. 
Some are used every day.  
21: If a man lives a clean life, he will be like 
a dish made of gold. He will be respected 
and set apart for good use by the owner of 
the house. 
22: Turn away from the sinful things young 
people want to do. Go after what is right. 
Have a desire for faith and love and peace. 
Do this with those who pray to God from a 
clean heart.  
23: Let me say it again. Have nothing to do 
with foolish talk and those who want to  
argue. It can only lead to trouble. 

2 Timothy 2:1-17a 
1: So you, my son, be strong in the loving-
favor of Christ Jesus.  
2: What you have heard me say in front of 
many people, you must teach to faithful 
men. Then they will be able to teach others 
also.  
3: Take your share of suffering as a good  
soldier of Jesus Christ.  
4: No soldier fighting in a war can take time 
to make a living. He must please the one 
who made him a soldier.  
5: Anyone who runs in a race must follow 
the rules to get the prize.  
6: A hard-working farmer should receive 
first some of what he gathers from the field.  
7: Think about these things and the Lord 
will help you understand them. 
8: Remember this! Jesus Christ, Who was 
born from the early family of David, was 
raised from the dead! This is the Good 
News I preach.  
9: I suffer much and am in prison as one 
who has done something very bad. I am in 
chains, but the Word of God is not chained.  
10: I suffer all things so the people that God 
has chosen can be saved from the  
punishment of their sin through Jesus 
Christ. Then they will have God's shining-
greatness that lasts forever.  
11: These things are true. If we die with 
Him, we will live with Him also.  
12: If we suffer and stay true to Him, then 
we will be a leader with Him. If we say we 
do not know Him, He will say He does not 
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Adult Bible Study in 
Simplified English 

 

 

I have met many fine Christian people. One of the most 

interesting was Joe Potter. When Joe was a student at Baylor 

University, he drove a bus. He drove ball players to games in 

different towns. Once he was driving a busload of boys to a 

game. There was a terrible wreck. Some of the boys were killed. 

Others were hurt. The wreck was not Joe’s fault. But he felt as if 

it were his fault. 

The wreck changed Joe’s life. His life went in a different 

way. He graduated from Baylor. He became a safety engineer. He 

studied ways to make workers safe. He saved others’ lives. 

My husband and I knew Joe and Hazel. They taught our 

Sunday school class. Even after Joe died, Hazel taught Bible 

classes. They were wonderful people. They meant a lot to 

everyone who knew them. 

Joe felt a terrible sorrow for the accident. But he did not let 

that sorrow stop him. He spent his life helping others. He went 

ahead, doing good, for the rest of his life. 

 

 The last days (2 Timothy 3:1-6) 

The Jews believed that in the future evil would meet God. 

There would be a terrible fight. God would win the fight. But 

there would be a bad time while God fought evil.  

During this time, people would behave in evil ways. Paul 

listed these evil ways. The first sin was loving oneself more than 

anyone else. Love of self is the first and strongest sin. All other 

sins start from this one. If someone loves himself most, then 

Facing Challenges to Faith Lesson 
9 

Bible Text 
2 Timothy 3:1-5,  

10-17 
 

Memory Verse 
“But as for you, hold 
on to what you have 
learned and know to 
be true. Remember 
where you learned 
them.”  
(2 Timothy 3:14) 
 

Word List 
obedience: doing 
what one is expected 
to do 
charity: giving to 
people what they need  
weary: tired 
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loving Christ is not important to him. Obedience to God is gone. 

Charity to others is gone.  Christianity wants us to forget about 

ourselves. Christianity teaches us to think about others. 

Christianity tells us to help others. All sin begins in selfishness. 

In the end, people would become lovers of money. Most of 

Timothy’s work was in Ephesus. Ephesus was a great market 

town. Traders sold  precious stones and other things people 

wanted. All kinds of animals and slaves were sold. Ephesus was 

full of money and all kinds of sin. People in Ephesus were always 

trying to get more things. That kind of thinking leads us to lose 

our way. It can lead to losing our souls. 

Paul told Timothy to be careful of those who pretended. 

They pretended they were richer than they were. They pretended 

they were braver than they were. They promised to do things they 

could not do. They wanted to make more money by telling lies. 

In the end, young people would not obey their parents. 

Early Jewish law told people to honor their fathers and mothers. 

It is the sign of a terrible time when young people disobey. It is a 

bad thing when they do not respect authority 

Paul said men and women would become thankless. They 

would not pay their debts to other men. Even worse, they would 

not know the debt they owed to God. Every person owes a debt 

to God. There are also debts to others. A person of honor must 

remember and pay their debts. 

You will read a list of sins in 2 Timothy 3. The last sin was 

more pretending. Paul said many would pretend to be religious. 

They would go through all the forms of worship. But they would 

not really be religious or know how religion changes lives.  

Things to  
Think About 

1. What do the 
scriptures mean to 
you? 
 
2. What is your 
relationship to the 
Bible?  
 
3. Do you try to live a 
Christian life?  
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An apostle must face hard times. 

Paul had had hard times. He was driven out 

of Pisidia (Acts 13:50). He was almost 

hung in Iconium (Acts 14:5-6). In Lystra he 

was stoned and left for dead (Acts 14:19). 

Paul felt that a real follower of Christ must 

face hard times. Remember the hard things 

Christians were facing at that time. Paul 

believed that people who live godly lives 

will have problems. Jesus said, “Blessed are 

they which are persecuted for 

righteousness’ sake” (Matthew 5:10). 

Everyone who believes in Jesus must 

change his life. Problems will come. But 

Paul was sure of two things. He was sure 

God would take care of the faithful. He was 

sure that faith in God was better. It was 

better than faith in men and money. 

Paul asked Timothy to stay loyal to 

all his teachings. Children could learn the 

scriptures from the earliest age. Timothy’s 

mother and grandmother had taught him 

well. He had also learned from Paul. 

No person can learn about the gospel 

without reading the Bible. Wonderful 

things can happen when people read God’s 

Word. There is saving wisdom in the Bible. 

It is not found in any other book.  

Paul did not paint a pretty picture. 

Many people would go the wrong ways. He 

wanted Timothy to stay away from evil 

people. He warned against false teachers 

who lead women to wrong ways.   

  

Paul’s example (3:10-13) 

Paul compared his loyal disciple, 

Timothy, to the unbelievers.  They  were 

trying to wreck the church. Paul described 

Timothy as following him through good 

and bad. He said that Timothy listened to 

his teaching and understood. Timothy tried 

to carry out Paul’s ideas. He tried to 

become the kind of man he should be. 

Paul described the duties of an 

apostle. Apostles must teach. Before they 

can teach, they must learn. They must know 

Christ so they can teach others about Christ. 

Paul went on to describe the other 

qualities of an apostle. First, there is faith. 

That means complete trust in God.   Next 

there is patience. It means not to become 

weary when people seem unteachable.  

Finally, there is love. Love is what God 

gives to people. To love people is to forgive 

them. It is to care for them as God cares. 

Only God who can help us do that. 
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something. You know how I keep on  

working for God even when it is hard for me.  

11: You know about all the troubles and hard 

times I have had. You have seen how I  

suffered in the cities of Antioch and Iconium 

and Lystra. Yet the Lord brought me out of 

all those troubles.  

12: Yes! All who want to live a God-like life 

who belong to Christ Jesus will suffer from 

others.  

13: Sinful men and false teachers will go 

from bad to worse. They will lead others the 

wrong way and will be led the wrong way 

themselves.  

14: But as for you, hold on to what you have 

learned and know to be true. Remember 

where you learned them.  

15: You have known the Holy Writings since 

you were a child. They are able to give you 

wisdom that leads to being saved from the 

punishment of sin by putting your trust in 

Christ Jesus.  

16: All the Holy Writings are God-given and 

are made alive by Him. Man is helped when 

he is taught God's Word. It shows what is 

wrong. It changes the way of a man's life. It 

shows him how to be right with God.  

17: It gives the man who belongs to God  

everything he needs to work well for Him.  

2 Timothy 3:1-5 

1: You must understand that in the last days 

there will come times of much trouble.  

2: People will love themselves and money. 

They will have pride and tell of all the 

things they have done. They will speak 

against God. Children and young people 

will not obey their parents. People will not 

be thankful and they will not be holy.  

3: They will not love each other. No one can 

get along with them. They will tell lies 

about others. They will not be able to keep 

from doing things they know they should 

not do. They will be wild and want to beat 

and hurt those who are good.  

4: They will not stay true to their friends. 

They will act without thinking. They will 

think too much of themselves. They will 

love fun instead of loving God.  

5: They will do things to make it look as if 

they are Christians. But they will not receive 

the power that is for a Christian. Keep away 

from such people. 

  

2 Timothy 3:10-17 

10: But you know what I teach and how I 

live. You know what I want to do. You 

know about my faith and my love. You 

know how long I am willing to wait for 
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Adult Bible Study in 
Simplified English 

 

 

What is a legacy? A legacy is something we leave for 

others when we die. It can be money or goods.  In this case, it 

was Paul’s life. Paul knew that he would die very soon. He was 

helping Timothy carry on the work of the gospel. 

Think about the legacy you will leave behind when you 

die. I have known many good people. One who stands out in my 

mind is Colonel Wallace “Hop” Hopkins. Hop was in the Air 

Force during the Korean war. He was worried about the effects of 

war on children. During that time, Hop saved dozens of Korean 

children.  

One day, Hop was inspecting a garbage dump. He found 

16 starving children living under a bridge. They were all less than 

eight years old. It was very cold. The children ate what they 

could find in the garbage dump. Hop went back to the Air Force 

base. He found blankets and food for the children. He took them 

back to the children.  He could hardly sleep that night. He was 

worrying about them. The next day, Hop went to work. 

He talked to a Baptist missionary who had the use of a 

building. It had been damaged during a battle. Hop, the 

missionary and some American soldiers repaired the building. 

Hop said, “We had to put up a door and windows. We fixed the 

heating and put in some beds.” In a few days, the children had a 

home. Hop hired some women to cook and care for the children. 

Before the year was over, the home had over a hundred children.   

Hop asked American churches and other soldiers for help. 

Leaving (and Learning from)  
a Legacy 

Lesson 
10 

Bible Text 
2 Timothy 4:1-8 

 
Memory Verse 

“I have fought a good 
fight. I have finished 
the work I was to do. I 
have kept the faith.”  
(2 Timothy 4:7) 
 

Word List 
confidence: trust  
stern: strong or harsh 
steady: even, stable 
and not easily moved 
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He made sure the children had doctors to make them healthy. 

They did not lose a single child. Hop said, “That was the greatest 

thing: seeing them get well, start gaining weight. They began to 

live sort of a normal life.” 

Until they died, Hop and his wife, Frankie, did many good 

things. They worked with people from all countries. They did 

more good things than I could tell about. They left us all a legacy 

to be proud of.  Thinking about Hop and Frankie makes me 

wonder about my legacy. How about yours?  

 

 Paul’s last will (2 Timothy 4:1-5) 

Paul probably knew that he would die soon. He knew that 

no one lived forever. After he became a Christian, he gave 

himself to Christ. He said in Philippians 1:21, ”For to me, to live 

is Christ and to die is gain.” 

Paul was coming close to the end of his life on earth. He 

was in a terrible prison. He must have known that death was 

coming. Paul had complete confidence in Christ. He looked 

forward to his heavenly reward. He was not afraid. 

At the end of his letter, Paul tried to give Timothy strength. 

Timothy would need strength for the work ahead. He said that 

Jesus judges the living and the dead. Jesus will look at a person’s 

life and work. We should do things that will seem right to Jesus. 

We must always think of Christ—whatever we do in this life. 

These are the reasons we work and serve. Our lives must mark us 

as God’s children. We must show others the way to the King. 

Our service must show that we are part of God’s kingdom. 

Paul listed five rules for preachers. He was to preach the 

Things to  
Think About 

1. Are there false 
teachers today?   
 
2. What would you 
like people to say 
about you after you 
die?  
 
3. Do you have a 
legacy from 
someone? What is it? 
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came to him. He was to bring the gospel to 

everyone. The Christian should have a plan. 

It is important to serve the church.  It is also 

important to serve other people. 

Paul did believe someone could take 

his life. He was offering his life to God. His 

life was not being taken from him. He was 

freely offering it to God. Since he became a 

Christian, Paul gave everything to God. 

Paul gave his time, his strength and his 

heart. Only his life was left. Paul gladly 

gave that to God. 

Many years ago, I was at my 

grandfather’s funeral. The pastor quoted 

Paul. “I have fought the good fight, I have 

finished the race, I have kept the faith” 

(4:7). That was a good verse for my 

grandfather. My grandfather did the best he 

could all his life. We should all keep Paul’s 

advice in our hearts.  

Word. This means the gospel. This was the 

main rule. A preacher needed to be ready at 

all times. There is never a vacation from 

God’s work. 

Timothy was to “correct, rebuke and 

encourage” (5:16). To correct means to 

show where we are wrong. A stern rebuke 

makes us sorry for the wrongs we have 

done. To encourage means to give us hope 

for the future. Correcting, rebuking and 

encouraging must be done with patience. 

Patience means that we never grow tired. 

We never grow angry. We never give up. 

We must never think of any person as 

hopeless. 

Christians believe in changing people 

for good. We believe that God has that 

changing power. God can do anything. 

Paul warned Timothy about foolish 

people. They would listen to teachers who 

told lies. These teachers would say what 

their students wanted to hear. The people 

would want to hear pleasant things. They 

would want to hear things that made them 

feel good. False teachers gave people 

reasons to do what they wanted to do.  

Timothy needed to be steady in his 

work. He should accept any suffering that 
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the work I was to do. I have kept the faith.  

8: There is a crown which comes from being 

right with God. The Lord, the One Who will 

judge, will give it to me on that great day 

when He comes again. I will not be the only 

one to receive a crown. All those who love 

to think of His coming and are looking for 

Him will receive one also. 

2 Timothy 4:1-8 

1: These words are from my heart to you. I 

say this before God and Jesus Christ. Some 

day He will judge those who are living and 

those who are dead. It will be when Christ 

comes to bring His holy nation.  

2: Preach the Word of God. Preach it when 

it is easy and people want to listen and when 

it is hard and people do not want to listen. 

Preach it all the time. Use the Word of God 

to show people they are wrong. Use the 

Word of God to help them do right. You 

must be willing to wait for people to  

understand what you teach as you teach 

them. 

3: The time will come when people will not 

listen to the truth. They will look for  

teachers who will tell them only what they 

want to hear.  

4: They will not listen to the truth. Instead, 

they will listen to stories made up by men.  

5: You must watch for all these things. Do 

not be afraid to suffer for our Lord. Preach 

the Good News from place to place. Do all 

the work you are to do. 

6: It will soon be time for me to leave this 

life.  

7: I have fought a good fight. I have finished 
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PUTTING THINGS IN ORDER WITH 
THE GOSPEL THAT CHANGES THINGS 

 

Paul’s letter to Titus is like his letters to Timothy. 

Titus was Paul’s partner in the ministry. Paul called Titus 

his “loyal child in the faith” (Titus 1:4). Titus was in Crete. 

It was a hard place to work. 

 The rules for Titus were about church leaders. Paul 

reminded Titus about the importance of sound teaching. 

Titus also needed to be careful in dealing with the 

government. Paul instructed Titus to take care of people of 

all ages.   

Philemon is a short book. Paul’s letter tells the story 

of a runaway slave. Paul wanted that slave to work for him.  

The slave found Paul. The slave became a Christian. Think 

about how that slave’s life would change. Think about how 

Philemon, his master, must have felt. 

 Think how the gospel would affect every person who 

heard it. 

 
Titus and Philemon:  

Putting Things in Order 
with the Gospel that 

Changes Things  
 

Lesson 10  
Life in the Fellowship  

of Faith  
Titus 2:1-14 

 

Lesson 11 
Bottom-Line Christianity 

Titus 3:1-9 
 

Lesson 12 
Changing Human  

Relationships 
Philemon 1-25 
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I read the newspaper yesterday. There was a story about a 

man in Afghanistan. Abdul Rahman became a Christian. He is on 

trial for his life. Americans believe religious freedom is a God-

given right. 

Many leaders of other countries have called Afghanistan’s 

president. They have pressured him. They Rahman to be freed. 

But the government is afraid. They are afraid of the religious 

leaders. Those leaders have spoken.  They will tear Rahman to 

pieces if the government frees him. Some have said Rahman is 

crazy. Others have laughed at that. They want him dead. 

Today I read the newspaper. The Afghan government may 

think about the case again. Rahman may be freed soon. If he is, 

religious people in Afghanistan want to kill him. When you read 

this, Rahman may be free. He may be dead. Governments may 

help him. You and I can not. But we can pray for him. 

We have been studying what happened in the first century. 

Paul and other missionaries had a bad time. Christians all faced 

hard times. They were beaten. They were killed for their beliefs.  

Today we are in the twenty-first century. Many things have 

changed. But many things are the same. Paul, a Christian, was 

about to die. His letters were helping his friends to spread the 

gospel. Rahman is a Christian. He may lose his life. Our Lord is 

in charge. We trust Him to take care of Abdul Rahman.  
  

Titus (Titus 2:1-2) 

This chapter deals with people. Paul divided the people by 

Life in the Fellowship of Faith Lesson 
11 

Bible Text 
Titus 2:1-14 

 
Memory Verse 

“In all things show 
them how to live by 
your life and by right 
teaching.”  
(Titus 2:7) 
 

Word List 
alcoholic: one who 
drinks too much wine 
passions: strong 
feelings of desire 
property: the goods 
that one owns like 
land or sheep 
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age and by their places in life. He told what people should do in 

their lives.  

He began with older men. They must be sober. This means 

older men must know what is right and what is wrong. They must 

not drink too much wine. The water was not safe in those days. 

Everyone drank wine. But it was easy to become an alcoholic. 

Older men should know what is good and what is not. 

They must be serious. This does not mean they should 

have no good things in life. But they should live knowing that 

death is coming. An older man will soon leave this life. He will 

soon be in the presence of God. 

An older man should have everything under control. He 

should not give in to passions. He should be calm. A younger 

man may be reckless. He may be out of control. But the years 

should bring wisdom to older men. It is sad when older men learn 

nothing over the years.   

The older man must be healthy in his faith. We see many 

things over the years. If we live close to Christ, we become 

stronger. The years teach us to love God more.  

Most importantly, older men should be healthy in our love. 

The danger of age is that we judge younger people too much. We 

think we know it all. We do not let the young ones speak. We do 

not let them make their mistakes. We do not trust new ideas. 

As we grow older, we must be able to stand more trouble. 

We have to grow weaker in our bodies. But we should grow 

stronger in our love for God. Our faith helps us stand when life 

makes us weak. 

 

Things to  
Think About 

1. How has the life of 
women changed? 
 
2. How much can 
women contribute to a 
godly life? 
 
3. Why do we need 
the grace of God to 
save us? 
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those days she was property. 

 Paul did not want Jews to look down 

on Christians. He knew they would if 

Christian women had too much power. But 

Paul had many Christian helpers who were 

women. 

Younger women were to be devoted 

to their husbands. They were to care for 

their children. They were to manage their 

houses well. They were to be kind to 

servants. They were to live their lives well. 

No one should criticize God because of the 

actions of Christians. 

Younger men have more chances to 

go wrong. They are often away from home. 

A young man has not taken on the work of 

a home or family. He thinks he will live 

forever. He has not had experience. It is 

easy for him to wreck his life. The young 

man must learn self-control. 

We no longer have slaves. Paul’s 

point was that Christians must have pure 

hearts. God gives us His love. We must try 

to live more godly lives. Christ is coming 

again! 

 Instructions to older women (2:3-5) 

In the early church, older women had 

a position of honor.  Older women gave 

advice to younger women. They had 

sympathy for the young ones. They knew 

how hard life could be for them. Older 

women have an important place in the 

church today, too. 

They must not tell bad things about 

others. This is as bad today as it was in 

those days. Older women should  not be 

ready to hear bad gossip. If we can’t say 

something good about someone, we should 

be quiet.   

It is older women’s duty to teach and 

train the younger ones. Older women had 

influence in Crete. They could shape 

families to be a good influence in society. 

They were to be good examples. They were 

to encourage the younger women.   

 

 Instructions to younger women  

and men (2:4-8) 

Do not think that Paul did not like 

women. Read Galatians 3:28. Then read 

Ephesians 5:25. Women played a large part 

in the early church. But remember that a 

woman was owned by her husband. In 
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them in everything. They must not argue. 

10: They must not steal from their owners 

but prove they can be trusted in every way. 

In this way, their lives will honor the  

teaching of God Who saves us. 

11: God's free gift of being saved is being 

given to everyone.  

12: We are taught to have nothing to do with 

that which is against God. We are to have 

nothing to do with the desires of this world. 

We are to be wise and to be right with God. 

We are to live God-like lives in this world.  

13: We are to be looking for the great hope 

and the coming of our great God and the 

One Who saves, Christ Jesus.  

14: He gave Himself for us. He did this by 

buying us with His blood and making us 

free from all sin. He gave Himself so His 

people could be clean and want to do good. 

Titus 2:1-14 

1: You must teach what is right and true.  

2: Older men are to be quiet and to be  

careful how they act. They are to be the boss 

over their own desires. Their faith and love 

are to stay strong and they are not to give 

up.  

3: Teach older women to be quiet and to be 

careful how they act also. They are not to go 

around speaking bad things about others or 

things that are not true. They are not to be 

chained by strong drink. They should teach 

what is good. 

4: Older women are to teach the young 

women to love their husbands and children.  

5: They are to teach them to think before 

they act, to be pure, to be workers at home, 

to be kind, and to obey their own husbands. 

In this way, the Word of God is honored. 

6: Also teach young men to be wise.  

7: In all things show them how to live by 

your life and by right teaching.  

8: You should be wise in what you say. 

Then the one who is against you will be 

ashamed and will not be able to say  

anything bad about you. 

9: Those who are servants owned by  

someone must obey their owners and please 
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Hurricane Katrina passed through Louisiana. This was the 

worst storm people can remember. After that, Hurricane Rita hit 

the Texas coast. There was much damage in both states. People’s 

homes were wrecked. Those people can never go back to their 

homes. Now they live in trailers or apartments paid for by the 

government. Rebuilding is slow. Many people are very sad. They 

don’t know what they will do. 

One church in New Orleans was ruined by the hurricane. 

The people could not worship in the church. But last Sunday 

something wonderful happened. That church opened again. They 

worshiped in an old warehouse. More than 2,000 people came to 

the service. 

Trouble comes to all of us. That is the way life is. But God 

is with us all the time. The people of New Orleans know this. 

They are asking God’s help. They are working hard. But they 

know that God is with them all the time. 

 

 The duties of Christians (Titus 3:1-2) 

Paul explained the duties of a Christian in Crete. The 

people of Crete had many problems. There were many murders. 

There were small wars. The people would not obey their 

government. There were many troubles between people. 

Paul’s letter was meant for the people of Crete. But his 

rules for Christians are good for us today. He listed six rules for 

Christian citizens: 

 1.The good citizen lives by the laws. A good citizen knows 

Bottom-Line Christianity Lesson 
12 

Bible Text 
Titus 3:1-9 

 
Memory Verse 

“God’s free gift of 
being saved is being 
given to everyone.” 
(Titus 2:11) 
 

Word List 
opinions: beliefs, 
attitudes or ideas 
endures: to tolerate; 
to wait patiently 
scholars: people who 
are devoted to 
studying 
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that rules are important. Without laws, the world would be a 

mess.  We know that we are part of a group. We must obey 

leaders in the government. Any group of Christians should obey 

the law. We should serve our rulers well.  

 2. A good citizen is always in the service of others. We 

must be ready for any good work. When we are selfish, we don’t 

help others. We think, “Let someone else do it.” When we are 

selfish, we get bored. Life has no meaning. The best life is one of 

service. 

3. A good citizen is careful with his words. We must not 

say bad things about other people. We would not like others to 

say bad things about us. We must set a good example. We must 

be as careful with our words as with our works.  

4. The good citizen is not a fighter. He should stand up for 

what he believes. But he should listen to others, too. Other people 

have the right to their own opinions. The good citizen is fair to 

others. 

5. A good citizen is kind. We know that everyone has 

problems. Everyone does not always do his best. In our town, a 

lady killed her baby. The law says she must die for the murder. 

But we know that lady’s mind was not right. She will go to a 

mental hospital. She did a bad thing. But it was not her fault. We 

must be kind when it is the right thing to do. 

6. The good citizen is gentle. A gentle person is always in 

control. A good person knows when it is right to be angry. A 

good citizen endures wrongs done against him. But he will rush 

to help others who are wronged.  

It is possible for a Christian to follow these rules. A  

Things to  
Think About 

1. What are some 
reasons we should 
obey and serve God?  
 
2. Explain this 
statement in your own 
words: We are free to 
serve in love.  
 
3. Do we think about 
what God wants our 
lives to be?  
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world. They were starting a new life in 

Christ.  

It is important when people are 

baptized. It shows the world that they are 

beginning a new life. Their whole lives are 

changed. We are all changed to be people 

who belong to Christ.   

In our new lives, God does not 

remember our sins. We are all sinners. But 

we are forgiven sinners. When we 

remember our sins, we remember the 

loving-kindness of God.  

 

 Our witness to the world (3:8-9) 

A Christian must practice good 

deeds. We must be helpful and useful to 

others. Early Jewish scholars spent much 

time talking about rules. What could be 

done on the Sabbath? What could not be 

done on the Sabbath? 

Paul told the Christians not to waste 

time arguing. Arguing about religious 

things does not make you more religious. It 

is easier to argue than to obey. Following 

Jesus’ teachings is difficult. It is hard to be 

kind at home. It is harder to be honest at 

work. The simple work of being a Christian 

is a full-time job.  

Christian can do this because Christ is in 

his heart. It is not always easy. But we can 

show others the love of Christ. We can 

show them by the way we live. 

 

 The Christian life (3:3-7) 

Being a Christian does not make us 

proud. It makes us grateful to God. We 

realize what He has done for us. We do not 

look down on an unbeliever. Without the 

grace of Jesus Christ, we could be 

unbelievers, too. 

Jesus gave us a new relationship with 

God. Jesus told of a loving God. He is 

always ready to help us.  He gives a love 

which will never let us go.  

This love is a gift which we did not 

earn. It is a gift from the goodness of God’s 

heart.  Christians never think of what we 

have earned. We always think of what God 

has given. He is always ready to forgive. 

He is always ready to give a blessing.  

The love and grace of God come to 

us by baptism. They can come by other 

ways, too. But baptism is open to all people 

in the church. In the early times, people 

came from a pagan world. Their baptism 

showed that they were leaving the pagan 
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things all the time so those who have put 

their trust in God will be careful to do good 

things. These things are good and will help 

all men. 

9: Do not argue with people about foolish 

questions and about the Law. Do not spend 

time talking about all of your early fathers. 

This does not help anyone and it is of no 

use. 

Titus 3:1-9 

1: Teach your people to obey the leaders of 

their country. They should be ready to do 

any good work.  

2: They must not speak bad of anyone, and 

they must not argue. They should be gentle 

and kind to all people. 

3: There was a time when we were foolish 

and did not obey. We were fooled in many 

ways. Strong desires held us in their power. 

We wanted only to please ourselves. We 

wanted what others had and were angry 

when we could not have them. We hated 

others and they hated us. 

4: But God, the One Who saves, showed 

how kind He was and how He loved us  

5: by saving us from the punishment of sin. 

It was not because we worked to be right 

with God. It was because of His loving-

kindness that He washed our sins away. At 

the same time He gave us new life when the 

Holy Spirit came into our lives.  

6: God gave the Holy Spirit to fill our lives 

through Jesus Christ, the One Who saves.  

7: Because of this, we are made right with 

God by His loving-favor. Now we can have 

life that lasts forever as He has promised. 

8: What I have told you is true. Teach these 
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Paul’s letter to Philemon was one of the last he wrote. 

Remember that he was in prison. Philemon is an interesting 

letter. This letter is a private letter. It is not about church 

problems. It is about a private matter. 

 Onesimus was a slave.  Philemon was his master. 

Onesimus ran away from Philemon. Onesimus was probably a 

thief. In those days, a master had complete power over his slaves. 

He could punish his slaves for anything. He had the power of life 

or death over his slaves. 

 Somehow, Onesimus found his way to Rome. He lost 

himself in that great city. He became a Christian. Paul had 

become very fond of Onesimus. He called Onesimus his son in 

the faith. 

 Something happened. Onesimus admitted his problem to 

Paul. He told Paul his story about running away. Paul could not 

keep a runaway slave. Paul sent Onesimus back to Philemon.  

But, he sent a letter back with him. 

 

Paul’s letter 

 Paul was taking a big risk. No one knew this better than 

Paul. Many terrible things could have happened. But Paul 

appealed to Philemon’s good nature. He said that once Onesimus 

had been useless. Now Onesimus was very useful. 

 Paul said that Onesimus was his son in the faith. Philemon 

should receive him as he would receive Paul. This was a big 

Changing Human  
Relationships 

Lesson 
13 

Bible Text 
Philemon 1-25 

 
Memory Verse 

“I pray that our faith 
together will help you 
know all the good 
things you have 
through Christ Jesus.”  
(Philemon 6) 
 

Word List 
private: something 
personal, not a public 
matter 
revolt: rebel or fight 
back 
excuses: ways to 
explain or defend 
one’s actions 
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thing to ask. It must have been hard for Philemon to answer. 

 Many people have wondered why Paul did not mention 

slavery. Remember that this was the first century. Slavery was 

everywhere. There were many slaves in Rome. The Romans were 

afraid that slaves might revolt. They could have taken over the 

country. So the Romans were very hard on slaves. 

 Paul did not tell Philemon to set Onesimus free. He would 

still be a slave. Paul did not speak of slavery. The whole society 

was built on slavery. It may be that Paul accepted slavery. He 

could probably not imagine a society without it. The time to end 

slavery had not come. 

 

 A new relationship 

 Christianity gives people a new relationship with each 

other. All differences are gone. Jews and Gentiles are one body in 

Christ. Slaves and free men are the same. 

 Onesimus had left as a slave. He was coming back as a 

slave. But now he was also a loved brother in the faith. The 

words master and slave had a new meaning. The master should 

treat the slave like Christ would have treated him. The slave 

should serve the master as he would serve Christ. They were both 

in Christ. 

 Christianity gives a new relationship to people. Different 

classes of people do not matter. Rich people can be Christians. 

Poor people can be Christians. We are all the same in God’s 

sight. 

 A Christian slave could not be lazy. He must work harder. 

A Christian master expected a slave to work. But a Christian 

Things to  
Think About 

1. How did Onesimus 
come to faith in Jesus 
Christ? 
 
2. How did believing 
in Christ change 
Onesimus’ 
relationship with 
Paul?  
 
3. What is our 
relationship to all 
other believers in 
Christ?  
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People trusted him again. 

 He died not long ago. Many people 

had good things to say about him. His life 

was changed. Because he was a Christian, 

he was able to change. 

 

 A favor for Paul 

 No person asked fewer favors than 

Paul did. In this case, he did. Onesimus had 

taken a wrong turn.  Paul was helping him 

find the way back. 

 Paul was writing as one friend to 

another friend. He spoke of himself as a 

prisoner of Christ. He did not ask because 

he had authority. He appealed to love alone. 

 Paul did not make any excuses for 

Onesimus. He admitted that Onesimus had 

been a useless slave. But he said that 

Onesimus was useful now. Christianity can 

make bad men good. It was that way for 

Onesimus. True Christianity makes a 

person useful on earth. And it assures us of 

our place in heaven.  

master no longer treated the slave like 

property. The Christian slave was a brother 

or sister in Christ. 

 Onesimus probably had long talks 

with Paul. Remember that Paul was in 

prison. He must have come to love 

Onesimus. His letter asks Philemon to take 

Onesimus back as a brother. He asks 

Philemon to forgive Onesimus. 

  

 What can we learn from this letter? 

 Paul wanted Philemon to be fair and 

forgiving to Onesimus. This is not always 

easy. But we can do this every day with 

others. You can probably think of things 

like this in your life. 

My husband’s friend was a banker. 

He was a happy-go-lucky fellow. He had a 

nice wife and several children. But he got 

greedy. He stole some money from a bank 

customer. He was caught. He went to 

prison. But his wife did not leave him. Even 

though the children were embarrassed, they 

still loved their father. 

 Our friend was sorry he broke the 

law. When he was free, he started a new 

business. He was very honest. He did well 

with the business. His family life improved. 
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am in prison for preaching the Good News.  
14: But I did not want to keep him without 
word from you. I did not want you to be 
kind to me because you had to but because 
you wanted to.  
15: He ran away from you for awhile. But 
now he is yours forever.  
16: Do not think of him any longer as a  
servant you own. He is more than that to 
you. He is a much-loved Christian brother to 
you and to me. 
17: If you think of me as a true friend, take 
him back as you would take me.  
18: If he has done anything wrong or owes 
you anything, send me the bill.  
19: I will pay it. I, Paul, am writing this with 
my own hand. I will not talk about how 
much you owe me because you owe me 
your life.  
20: Yes, Christian brother, I want you to be 
of use to me as a Christian. Give my heart 
new joy in Christ.  
21: I write this letter knowing you will do 
what I ask and even more. 
22: Please have a room ready for me. I trust 
God will answer your prayers and let me 
come to you soon.  
23: Epaphras greets you. He is a brother in 
Christ in prison with me.  
24: Mark and Aristarchus and Demas and 
Luke who are workers with me greet you. 
25: May the loving-favor of the Lord Jesus 
Christ be with your spirit. 

Philemon 1-25 
1: This letter is from Paul. I am in prison  
because of Jesus Christ. Brother Timothy is 
also writing to you, Philemon. You are a 
much-loved workman together with us.  
2: We are also writing to the church that 
meets in your home. This letter is also for 
our Christian sister Apphia and it is for  
Archippus who is a soldier together with us.  
3: May God our Father and the Lord Jesus 
Christ give you His loving-favor and peace. 
4: I always thank God when I speak of you 
in my prayers.  
5: It is because I hear of your love and trust 
in the Lord Jesus and in all the Christians.  
6: I pray that our faith together will help you 
know all the good things you have through 
Christ Jesus.  
7: Your love has given me much joy and 
comfort. The hearts of the Christians have 
been made happy by you, Christian brother. 
8: So now, through Christ, I am free to tell 
you what you must do.  
9: But because I love you, I will only ask 
you. I am Paul, an old man, here in prison 
because of Jesus Christ.  
10: I am asking you for my son, Onesimus. 
He has become my son in the Christian life 
while I have been here in prison.  
11: At one time he was of no use to you. But 
now he is of use to you and to me.  
12: I am sending him back to you. It is like 
sending you my own heart.  
13: I would like to keep him with me. He 
could have helped me in your place while I 
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